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I

MAIIARASHTRA ACT No. XLIV OF 19751

[THe MnuannsHrne (UnanN Anses) PnorscrroN aNo PR.Esenvx-roN oF Tnres Acr, 197-51

I l6tlt September 19751
Amended by Mah. 3 of 1911(8-l-1977).t

" 7 of 1996 (8-l-1996)i
" l0of2010 (l-6-2010)t
" 6of 2012$ (12-3-2012\i

An Act to make better provision for trees in urban areas in the State by regulating felling
of trees and providing tbr planting of adequate number of new trees in those areas.

WIEREAS with the growing pace of urbanisation and industralisation, there has
been indiscriminate felling of large number of trees in the urban areas of the State of
Maharashtra ;

AND WHEREAS it is expedient to make better provision r[tbr protection and
preservationl of trees in urban areas in the State, by regulating t'elling of trees and
providing for planting of adequate number of new trees in those areas and to provide
tbr matters connected therewith; It is hereby enacted in the Twenty-sixth Year of the
Republic of India as tbllows, namely :-

CTIAPTER I
Pnellutunnv.

l. (/) This Act may be called the Maharashtra (Urban Areas) r[Protection and
Preservationl of Trees Act, 1975.

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Maharashtra,
(-i) It shall come into force in any urban area or part thereof on such date as the

State Government may, by notiflcation to the Official Gazette, specify; and different
dates may be specified for different urban areas or parts thereof.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-
r[(/n) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under sectin 22 of this Act;]

(a) "preservation of trees'' includes planting <-rf new nees and i[other operations
for survival and propagation of the trees;l

(b) "relevant Act" means the Act under which the urban local authclity
concerned is constituted:

(c) "to fell a tree" includes burning or cutting or 6[in any way damagine a tree:l
?[(r1) '1ree' means any perennial woody plant, whether in the seeding or sappling

stage or fully grown stage. and includes shlubs whose branches sprin_u frorn the
ground level;l

(e) "Tree Ofticer" means an officer appointed as such by the Tree Authority for
the purpose of this Act:

(fl "Urban area" means a municipal corporation area fur which a municipal
corporation is constituted under the Bombay Municipal Corporation Act, the Bombay
Provincial Municipal Corporation Act, 1949 or the City of Nagpur Corporation Act,
1948, or a municipal area fbr which a Municipal Council is constituted under the
xN{aharashtra Municipalities Act. 1965, and includes a notified area fbr which a

Special Planning Authority is constituted or appointed under section 40 of the
Maharashtra Regional and Town Planning Act, 1966 or an area designated as the
site tbr a new town fbr rvhich a Development Authority is constituted under section
ll3 of the Maharashtra Regional and Town Plannin,e Act, 1966 ;

I For Statenrcnt of Objects and Rcasous, sec Maharoshtru Government Ga:ette, 1975, Part V,

2
3
4
5

6

7

$

page 596.
These words were substituted for the words "for preservation" by Mah 7 ot 1996, s 2
Thesc words were substituted for the word "preservation", lDirl, s.3.
Clause (/n) was iuserted, ibitl, s. 4
These words were substiiuted for the words "transplanting trees to othcr sitcs" by Mah. 3 of 1977,
s.2(a).
These words were substituted for the words "lopping a trec to cause sutrstantial danrrgc or
destruction thereto", ibitl., s. 2(lt'1.
Clause (r/) was substiluted for the originnl, ihid, s. 2(c).
This indicates the date of conrnrencenrent of Act.
Sae now, the Maharashtra Municipal Councils, Nogar Panchayals:urd Indusllial Townships Act, 1965.
Maharashtra Ordinance No IV of 2012 was repealcd by Mah, Vl of 2012. s. 12.
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G) "urban local authority" in lespect of rny ulbirn area, nreans the nrunicipal
corporation. municipal council. Special Planning Authority or Developnrent Authority,
as the case may be, having iurisdiction (.)\/er th:tt aroa:

(/r) words and expressions uscd in this Act. but nrrt defined herein. sha!l have
the mearrings assigned to them in the lelevant Act.

CIIAPTER II.

EsregllsHlvtexr AND PRocEDURE ot:'I'nt,e AurHontry.

3. (1) As soon as may be after this r\ct is brought into force in any urban area

the urban local authority concerned shall constitute a Tlee Authority, consisting of
r[the Chairman and otherl not less than five and not more than fifteen persous from
amongst its menrbers. appointed in such manner and fbr such period as that authority
may determine :

Provided that, where un administratol by whatever name called is appointed tbr any

municipal corporation or nrunicipal council, he shall durin-e the period of his lppointment.
act as the Tree Autholity and exercise all the powers and pertbrm all the duties of the

Tree Authority.

(2) In the case of an urban local authority specified in colunrn (l) of the table below
the Chairman of its Tree Authority shall be the person specified against it in column
(2) thereof.

Name of the urban local authority
(l)

Chairman of its Tree Authoritv
(2)

2.A
3.A

A Municipal Corporation

Municipal Council

Special Planning r\uthority ccnsti-
tuted under section 40(1) (z;) of the

Maharashila Regional and Town
Planning Act. 1966.

4. A New Town Deveopement Authority
constituted under section I l 3(2) of the

Maharashtra Regional and Town
Planning Act, 1966.

5. A Nerv Town Develoorrent Authority
declared under section ll3 (-?A) of
the Maharashtra Regional and Town
Planning Act, 1966 or a Special
Planning Authority appointed under
section 40(l)(b) of that Act.

r[nre Ccnrmissioner] of the (lcr1lt>

ratlcn,

'Ihe Plesident of the Council.

r[The Chief Erecutive Ofticerl of the

Specia.l Planning Authority. Mah.

ffi:l
+[The Cheif Executive Ollicerl of the

New Tou,n Development Autholity. vah.

Iffil
The Managing Director of the Corpo-
ratiorr or company declared to be the

New Torvn Development Authority. tvtatr. 
,,

of I 966.

Thcse words wcre insericd hv lvlah. 7 ol 1996, s 5(a)
Thcse u'ords vrerc substitutcrl ibr thc rvords "The Mayor'", r/rr11 . s

These wolds s,elc substituted lbr the words "The Chairnran", lDrrl.
These words were substituted lor the rvords "Thc Chairnran". i/.riri,

5t h )! i).
s.5(lt)(ii)
s 5(b)(iii)
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(3) Every Tree Authority' may r[nominate] representatives of rron-official organisations.
who have special knowledge or practical experience in the field of olanting and
preservation of trees, as members of the Tree Authority, but the number of :[such

nominated members shall not exceed the number of members appointed under sub-
section (,1) l. These members shall be 3[uominated in such manner and for such perioci

as may be prescribedl.
(4) Any vacancy in the Tree Authority shall be filled as soon as may be by the

authority competent to appoint the member in whose place fresh appointrnent is to be
made.

4. a[(/) The Tree Authority shall rneet at least once ever'r' irronth at such place and

time as the Chairman may decide but, forty-five days shall not intervene between its
two consecutive meetings.]

(2) The quorun'r to constitute a meeting of the Tree Authority shall be one-third of
the total number of its members including s[the nominated] members, if any.

(J) Thc 6[nominated] member shall have the right to vote at a meeting of the Tree
Authority.

(4) Save as otherwise provided by or under this Act, the rules of procedure for the

meeting of the urban authority shall nutatis mLrtan(lis apply to the meetings of the Tree
Authority.

CTIAPTER IU.
OrnrcEns aNo SenvRxrs.

5. (/) As soon as may be after this Act is brought into force in any urban area,

the urban local authority concerned shall, subject to sub-section (2), appoint one or
more of its officers as Tree Officers tor the purposes of this Act.

- (2) In Greater Bombay any officer to be appointed as Tree Officer shall not be below
the rank of Ward Officer. and in other municipal corporation areas such officer shall not
be below the rank of Assistant Municipal Commissioner. In every municipal area, the

Chief Officer cf the municipal council concerned shall be Tree OtTicer, and the Council
may appoint one or more of its other officers as Tree Officers.

(3) Every Tree Ofticer shall exercise jurisdiction over the whole or such part of the

urban area as 7[the Tree Authority] may, from time to time, determine.

6. (/) The urban local authority may, from tirne to time, appoint, such other otTicers

and servants subordinate to the Tree Officer. as ii considers necessary :

Provided that, where the urban local authority is a municipal council notwithstanding
Mah. any restrictions on the appointment of staff contained in the *Maharashtra Municipalities

I!_9f n.t, 1965, the municipal council shall be competent to appoint the staff considered
1965' n...rrary by it for thl purposes of this Act.

(2) The conditions of appointment and service and the powers and duties of such

officers and servants shall be such as may be determined by the urban local authoritl,.

I This word was substituted for the word "co-opt" by Mah.7 of 1996. s.5(c)(i).
2 These words, brackets and figure were substituted for the words "such co-opted members shall not

exceed three", ibitl., s. 5(cXri).
3 These words were substituted for the wcrds "co-opted in such ntanner and for such period as the

Tree Authority may determine", ibitl, s. 5(c)(iii)
4 Sub-section (l) was substituted, ibitl., s. 6(a).
5 These words were substituted for the words "co-opted", iirirl. s 6(h).
6 This word was substituted for the word "co-opted", ibid. s. 6(c).
7 These words were substituted for the words ''the urban local authority". ihid. s i
* See now, the Maharashtra Municipal Councils, Nogor Panclruyols and lndusrrial Townships

Act, 1965.
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CHAPTER I}:
Durtts orr TREE Au-ruontlv.

7. Notwithstanding anvthing contained in the relevant Act or in any other lawt<lr
the time being in tbrce, and subject to an)' special or ,qeneral directions given by the

State Government, the Tree Authority shall be responsible for-
(a) r[protection aud preservation] of ail trees in all lands within its jurisdiction ;

(b) r[carrying out a census of the existing trees in all lands within its jurisdiction.
r[once befbre December 1996 and thereatier once in every five years] ;

(c) prescribing standards specifying the nunrber and types of trees which eaclt

plot of land shall have and which shalt be planted therein:

(r/) development and maintenance of nurseries for the supply of seed-s, sapplings
and trees to pel'sotrs who clesire to plani new trees or to replace tlees which have

been t'elled with. the previous pcrmission of the Tree Officer a[or involuntarily
uprootedl ;

(e) transplanting of trees necessitated by construction of new roads or widerring
rlr existing roads or tbr safeguatding danger to life or property ;

5[(fl clrganisation of flower', fruit, veg,etable, tree clr plant shows 6[at least once a

yearl and assisting private and public institutions in organising such shows, and

creiltion of consciousness of inrportance of trees arrd vegetation to the hunran welfare ;

(g) grant of advice ancl tcchnical assistance io any pelson seeking such advice
or assistance in uny mattel'connected wiih'[planting, protection and preservation]
of trees :

(h) planting and maiirtaining such number of trees as it considers uecessary.

according to the prescribed standards. 8[along the roads,] in public parks and gardens

and on banks of rivers or takes or 'lsea shores. on hills, open spaces or public places];

(r) undertaking ilny other schemes or nreasures fol achieving the objects of this
Act.

CHAPTER V.

Rrsrnrc'ur-lNs oN FeelrNc or TnEps AND LIABILn'v FoR PLANTING

nro PResp:nvnrroN or Tners.

8. (/) On and after the date on which this Act is brought into tbrce in any urban
lrea. not'uuithstanding any custorn. usa-qe, contract or law for the time being in fbrce, no
pcrson shall t-ell any tree ol'cause any tree to be felled i:r any land, whether of his
ownership or otherwise. siiuated within that 'urban aiea, except u,ith the previous
permission ol the 'free Officer.

I 'lhese words were substituted for the words "prescrvction" by Mah 7 of 1996, s.8(n)
2 Cllause (b) was substituted fbr thc original by Mah.3 of 1977, s. i(a).
3 Thesc rvords and figures were substitutcd frrr thc words "from tinre to time. as nray bc directed

by the State Government" by NIah 7 of 1996, s.8(D)
4 These words werc added, ibirl, s 8(c).
5 Clause (, lvas substituted for the original by Mah 3 of 1977, s.3(D).
6 Tlrcse words were inscrted by Irlah. T oi 1996, s.8(t/)
7 These words were substiiuted fbr the words "planting and preservation", ibitl, s 8(e).
8 Thesc words were substituted for the ',vords 

"on roads", iDirl., s. S(fl.
9 These wolds were substituted tbr thc u,ords "sea shores" bv N{ah.3 ol 1977. s.3(c).
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(2) lf I[any person, includin-e an ol'ficer of the urban loc:al author-iry or iln oU'icer'
ol'the State Government or the Central Governnrent. proposcs] to leli e tree. lie shall
apply in writing to the r[Tree Authority] tbr pelmission in thai behall.'lhe application
shall be accompanied by r[the description oi the tlee rnd] a site plan, inclicatin5l the
position of the tree required to be f'elled and rhe reflsons theretix..

'[(J) (a) On receipt of such application, the Tree Authority shal] curse the 'free
Otficer to personally inspect the tree and hold enquiry and subnrit a reporr ro the'Iree
Authority within a period of thirty days tlnnr the date oi re.ceipt of such application.
Adequate public notice shall be eiven by the Tree Otficer by aciveltising in local
newspapers as well as by. aftixing a notice on a conspicous pari of the trec thlt is rectuirc-cl
to be f'ell. fhereafter, the Tree Authority may give pernrission rvitli rrr without conditions
or reflse it, within a pericd of sirty days fronr the date of reccipr of rhe application.
However, no tree shall be t'ell until fitieen da1,s after sLrch pelnrrssiorr is given:

Provided that, no such permission shall be refirse.J if, in thc opinion of the'l.ree
Authority, the tree is dead, or diseased or rvind-fallen. or ir constitures a dan_cer r'r iife
or property, or obsfructs tratfic; and if any objection is received agair:st such pernrissic-r-r.
the matter shall be placed before rhe Tree Authority ibr reconsideration. rnd a decision
shall be taken within two weeks after givirrg a hearing to the persorr who has raised
the objection.

(b) A report of perrnissions granted by the Tree Authority lbr felling tree.s shail be
submitted at least once in six months to the concerned urban local authority in whose.
jurisdiction the Tree Authority is functioning.l

5[(4) If the Tree Authority fails to intbrm the applicant of its decision withiu si.xty
days, from the date of the receipt of the application by it, or if the receipt of the
application has been acknowledged by it rvithin this period, from the date of
iicknorvledgenreut ol the receipt of the application, rhe permission applied tbr shall be
deemed to have been granted.l

(i)'Where permission to fell a tree is granted 6[Tree Authority] may grant it subject
to the condition that the applicant shall plant another tl'ee of the sanie or othcr 7[suitablc-

local speciesl on the sarne site or other suitable place within thirty days fi.om the clate
the trec is t'elled, or such extended tirne as the Tlee Officer ntay allorv in this behalf.

9. (/) If, in the opinion of the Tree Officer, the nurrber of trees in any land 15 pe1 P,ou,cr ro

adequate according to the srandards prescribed under paragraph (c) t-ri'ser:tiorl /. the !crluilrr

Tieo Officer *oy. ift". giving a reasoiuble crpportunity to tli. o,"n.. p1 trccupier' ,i ti,. Ij':'ll:,: "t
land of being herird, by order lequire trinr to plant sucn trees ()r adclitional tlees and nr,,,i't", or
at such places in the land as ma), be specitied in the order. rrccs

(2) When an order is ntade urtder sub-section (/), the owrrer or occupiel ol' thc lanii
shall comply with the order within nincty days trom rhe receior thcreof.

10. (1) Where any iree is tallen or destroyed by rvirrd, fire, li-rJlitening oi: iorlenLi.rl [,.u'er r.o

rain, the Tree Ottlcer may, slo moru ot on intbrmation given io hitn, airer lroiiiirrg sliclj i'r(lriiie

inquiry as he deetns t'it and giving a reasorrabie opporrunity to the orviicr L)r r-)ccupiei plar:'i,g ':!-e
of the iand whele the tree exlsted] by oltJer, requiie su,:h riwnel ur' (rec..,L,ier' 'lro plr,nr lree,.^in Piitct:

one ol more trees of the local speciesl in placi oi the tice .o 1- 1,-,f ,,,:iir,i"i,.li ,,1 ::,ll;i:J:, "
the same or e[other local si;ec:ies] at the sanre or other suiuble place as nruy be specii'ieC rrt..
in the order.

I These wortls wctc substituted for the rvords "an),pclson wishes" by lvlah 7 oi'Igg6 s (i((r)(i)

2 These words were suhstituted tbr the wurds "Trce Officer", ibid., s 9(a) (ii)
3 These words were insc-rted. ibitl , s. 9(a) (rir)
.l Sub-section (J) was substituted for the original, iDiri.. s 9(b).
5 Sub-section (4) rvas substiruted for the origirral. ihir1. s 9(t.)
6 Thcsc words rvere substituted for the words "Trec Cflicer", irful.. s 9((/)(r)
7 These u,olds were substitutecj lor the words "srritrblc sPccics", rltitl, s 9(.,1t(ii)
8 Thcsc words wcre substituted lbr the words ''ro plilnt ir trce'', i/riri, s lU((/)
9 Thcsu words wcre substitutcd for the words "other spccics". iDirl, s l0(D)
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(2) tr'hcre [!!l ordel'is made under sub-section (/), the orvner or occupier of the
land shall comply rvith the order within ninety dals tiom tl'le receipt thereclf.

11. r[(1)] Where an order is mrde rx x * under sections 8,9 or l0 subject to the
provisions of section 12, it shail be the duty of the owner or occupier of the land who
is dilecred to plant a tree to see that the tree grows properly 3[and is well preserved and
shall give a repol't to the Tree Officer once in six months about the conditions of such
tree or trees lbr a period of three yearsl. It shall also be the duty of such owner or
occupier to presel've all other trees existing on the land on the date of coming into tbrce
of this Act in the urban area in which the land is situated.

r[(2) Where an order is made under sections 8, 9 or 10, the Tree Offrcer may require
the owner or, rs r\e case may be, the occupier. of the land to deposit with him such
sirm a:i ht: rnay s;::ciry in thit behalf, i:s ::ecurity ibr ensuling ploper compliance with
the cr"d,:r nrucie 5[unt1:r sectior:s &,9 or l0l. The sum to be depositeC shall not exceed
suah amount as may De prescribed.l '

1,7" (/) Notrvithstanding iinything contained in this Act or in any other law for the
time berng in force, the Tree .truthority may, subject to such terms and conditions as it
rnay speciiy,in that behalf, illorv b1,a rvritten permission any individual, body corporate
or ir-rstiru.ron to adopi ani iree for such period as may be specitied in the permission,
ai-rd during such pelioC rire said individual, body corporate or insiitution shall be
responsible for the maintenance and preservation of the said tree.

(2) Where any order is made 7x * ,< under sections 8, 9 and 10, in iieu of planting
c new tree, the Tree Aurhority may by written permission allow the person concerned
to adopt a trec' specified by it anc Lhen the person shall be responsible for the maintenance
and preservaiicn of that tree for stich period as may be specified 8[by the Tree Authority] :

elPlovided that. rhe trees to be lrcopteci shall be less than one year old and their
rurnbei- shail not be less than the nimfrer c,i trees. u'nich the person concerned could
have been requirc:d to plant urder sub-section (i) of section 8, sub-section (1) of section
9 or suo-scction (1) of section 10, as the case may be.l

'iLFrri':iiur; 13. Where the owner or occupier of any land fails to comply with any order made
cf r-is:pir:ii rirfirnder sectir:ns 8, 9 or 10, the Tree Authoritv or the Tree Offrcers, qs the case may be,

-..-...,.--..,u1o" rnal',] atter living a reasonable opportunity ttr such owner or occupier of being 6eard
'i:,'.."^'i'lrli rriineit thJaepJsit, in full or in'part to rhe Tree Authorityl and without prejidice to

o;-, farlurc an)' other irction w'hich may be tr.ken against the defaulter under this Act, take the
ro e'oiuply necrssar']., action Ir* * * and rcaover the expenditure incuned therefor tiom the owner
with ortlers or the occupiet, as the cirse rnay be. ]r[For the purpose of recovery of the amount of suchf.r piarntrng expenditure, the Tree Authority ia[or the tree bfficerl shall have the same powers as are

""' rvailable to the urban local authcrity for the purpose of recovery of arears of a property
tax cr rvhcie such tax is not levied, tbr the purpose of recovery of arrears of betterment
chargis oi. olher dues levied by the urban locci authority under the relevant Act.l

I Sectron il was renumbered as sub-seciion (1,r by Mah. 3 of 1977, s. 5(,1)
f Thc ','ards "by the Tret- Officer" were delered by .ll{ah.. 7 of 1996, s. I l(d) (a).

i 1'hese uords were substituted for thc words ":rnd is well preserved", iititt.. s. l l(a) (ri).
4 Sub-section (2) was ailded by N,lah.3 of 197'7, s.5(2).
5 These lvords and frgurc.', rvere substituted for the rvords "by him" by Mah 7 ol 1996, s. I l(6)
(i 'Irresc rurrls wcre instrrterl by Mah 3 of 1977, s. i(-i).
7 Thr worcls "by thc Tree Officer" were delcred by Mah.7 of 1996, s l2(a).
8 These words were substiruted for the rvords "hy the Trce Officer", ibitl., s. l2(b).
9 Thr: proviso was addcd try N{ah. 3 of 1977, s 6.

I 0 These nords and figures rvere substrtuted lbr the rvords and figures "by the 'I'ree Officer under
sections il, 9 or 10, the Tree Oflicer rnay" bl' N,lah,'7 ot 1l996. s. lllla).

I i Thsse words were inscrted, ibitl., s. l3(h)
l2 Thc u,ord "hrmself' !\'as deieied, ihirl, s. !l.t(r)
i -t This Forllc:r war adried by lllah I of 191'7. s 1.
1zi Tlresc ilLids p.jc.e inseited bi.' liah. 7 oi 1996, s. l3(rt).
i 5 These w;rds were substituted i'rr the worCs "Recovery", ihkl., s. l3(e)
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14. (/) Where any decision is given or order is made under section t*. * * ! 91

l0 by the Tree Officer, an appeal shall lie to the Tree Authority.

(2) The appeal shall be made within fifteen days from the date the decision is

communicated to, or the order is received by, the owner or occupier of the land and
shall be accompanied by a fee of Rs. 50.

(3) The Tree Authority shall, as far as possible, decide the appeal within sixty days
from the date of its receipt, after giving a reasonable opportunity to the appellant of
being heard. The decision of the Tree Authority shall be final, and shall not be

questioned in any Court of Law :

Provided that, where an appeal is made in time, the period for compliance, specified
in the order of rhe Tree Officer appealed agaiest, shall be reckoned from tlre date on
which the appeai is deciried against the appellant and where the appeal is allowed, the
fee of Rs. 50 paid with the appeal shall be refunded to the appellant.

CHAPTER \IT.

FrneNcs, Buocer eNo AccouNrs.

15. Notwithstanding anything contained in the relevant law or any other law for
the time being in force, the urban local authority shall create a separate fund to be
calied the Tree Authority Fund, to which shall be credited all moneys received by the
Tree Authority including-

'[(a) a contribution by the urban local authority from its income from such taxes
as may be prescribed or when such taxes are not levied by the Authority, tiom its
income fiom the betterment charges, if any, levied by it under the relevant Act or tiom
the income derived by it from the sale of plots made by it under the relevant Act. The
rates of the contribution shall be such as may be specified by the State Government,
from time to time, by a general or special order;l

(b) all moneys raised by levy of a cess under Chapter VII ;

(c) any grants made by the State Governrlent to the Tree Authority ;

(d) any money's received by the Tree Authority as donations from any individuals,
or corporate bodies or institutions ;

3[(e) any other money received under the Act :

Provided that, if the total receipts of the Tree Authority from all the sources specified
above are less than one half per cent. of the total receipts of the urban local authority,
then, the urban local authority shall credit the deficit to the Tree Authority Fund at
the end of each t-rnancial year.l

16. Every Tree Authority shall, on or before the 3lst day of October every year,
prepnre in such tbrm as the urban local authority may prescribe, an annual budget
estimate in respect of the ensuing financial year of the estimated income and expenditure
ot the Tree Authority and shall, norwithsranding anything contained, in the relevant
law, submit it to the urban local authority tbr approval and inclusion in the budget
estimate of that authority.

17. The procedure applicable under the relevant law for maintenance and audit of
accounts of the urban local authority shall mutatis tnutandis apply to the maintenance
and audit of the accounts of every Tree Authority.

I The figrrre "E' rnas deieted by Mah. 7 of 1996, s. 14.

2 Clause (a) was substituted for the original by Mah.3 of 1977, s.8
3 Clause (e) was added by Mah. 7 of 1996, s. 15.
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CIIAPIER VII.
Tner. Cess.

..L.Yv un,l. 18. (1) Where under the relevant law an urban local authority is levying a property
collectiou of'"i;..":d. tax on buildings and lands, it shall be lawful for such authority, notwithstandin-s anything

contained in the relevant law, upon a request by the Tree Authority. to levy, fbr the
purposes of this Act. an additional tax to be called "the Tree Cess" on the buildings
and lands, at such rate not exceeding one per cent. of the rateable value of the property
as the said authority may determine

r[(/A) Where under the relevant Act. an urban local authority is levying a property
tax on br.rildings and lands on the Capital value thereoi the Trees Cess leviable under
sub-section (,1) shall be levied at such rate, not exceeding 0.5 per cent. of the capital
rralue of such building and larrds, as the State Government may, by notification in the
Offic'ictl Gazette, specify :

Provided that, the Tree Cess so levied under this section shall not exceed,--
(i) in respect of buildings used tirr resiciential premises, two times. and
(ii) in respect of buildings usecl fbr non-residendal premises, ti'lree times,

the arnount of Tree Cess ieviable in respect thereof in the year immediately preceding
such date of ad<-rption of capital value as the basis for assessment of property tax :

Provided further that, for the period of five years commencing frorn the levy of
capital value as the basis for assessment of property tax, the Tree Cess leviable in
respect of residential building or tenements having carpet area of 46.45 sq. metres
(500 sq. t'eet) <lr less, shall not exceed the amount of Tree Cess levied and payable in
the year immediately preceding the )'ear of such adoption of capital value as the basis.

Explanariort.-For "the purposes of this section, atier the Urban local authority
adopts the capital value as the basis for levy of property tax, the Tree Cess, in respect
of any taxable building shall be revised alter every five years and on each such
revision, such amount of Tree Cess, shall not in any case exceed the forty per ceni.
of the amount of the Tree Cess levied and payable in the year immediately preceding
the year of the revision.

r[(/B) No Tree Cess under sub-section (1) or (/A) shall be leviable in respect of the
buildings and lands or parts thereof vesting in. or in the occupation of. any consul de
carriers, whether called as a consul general, consul, vice-consLrl. consular agent, pro-
consul or by any other nanle oi a foreign State recognised as such by the Government
of India, or of rny nrembers (not being citizens of India) of stafr of such otficials, and
such buildings and lands or parts thereof which are used or intended to be used tbr
any purpose other than for the purpose of prolit.

(/C) In respect of the buildings and lands which are liable to be assessed tbr the
tjrst time on or after the lst April 20 10, it shall be lawful for the urban local authority
to issue a provisional bill fbr the paynrent ol"free Cess, until the final caprital value
ol such buildiugs and lands is detennined under the reler'ant law, as il' such builciings
and iands ale assessed as per the rateable value worked out on the basis ol the
prescribed letting rates by the urban local authority, in respect or the official vear 2009-
20 10. On the determination of capiral value thereof. the arnount of such cess shall be

determincd undel sub-section (/A) and accordingly it shall be larvful tbr the authority
to issue the final bill in respect of the years for which the capital value is determined.l

(2) The procedure for levy and collection of the property tax prescribed under the
relevant Act shall mutatis mutarulis apply to the levy and collection of the cess irnposed
turrder r[sub-sections (1), (lA) or (/C), as the case may be.]

Sub-sectiorr (/A) was inserted by Mah. l0 of 2010, s. I l4
Sub-sec'.ions (/8) and (/C) were inserted by Mah 6 ol 1012, s ll(a)
These words, brackets, figures and letters were substituted for the rvords, brackets. figures and letter
"su[r section (i ) or, as the casc nray bc, undcr sub-section (/A)," ibiJ,, s ll(rl)

I
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CTIAPTER VIII.

Mrsce rL-nNeous.

19. Notwithstanding anything corrtained in the relevant law or any other law for Perrrrission

the time being in force,- lll,",nor"n,
(a) any authority or officer of the urban local authority. who is empowered to -sive 

of land to be

any permission fol developrnent of land, shall not -sive such permission, except *ittr il"rtlrrli"i,r
the approval of ancl subject to the conditiorrs, if any, imposed by the Tree Officer in Tree otficer
regard to the preselvation or plantation of trees on such land ;

(b) no completion or occupation certificate in respect of any building shall be issued

under the relevant law unless the authority competent to issue such certitlcate is

satisfied that the conditions subject to which pernrission for developn'rent of the land
as aforesaid was given have been complied with.

20. The Tree Authority may, from time to time, give to the Tree Officer and othel power of
Officers and servants subordinate to him such general or special directions as it thinks Tree Authoritv

fit as to the poticy to be followed by them in the dischar-ce of their functions and tbr ::..:;:r,
carrying out ef'fectively the purposes of this Act, and such officers and servants shall
comply with such directions.

r[20A. The Tree Oilicer or any other officer of the urban lccal authority authorised Prcvenrion

by such authority in this behalf or any police officer may take such steps and use suctr !!.fi][ffi,'l
force as may be reasonably necessary to prevent the felling or destructit-rn ol' any of rrees

tree or for the protection of any tree.

208. (i) :Utl shall be lar.^,'ful for the Tree OtTicer or any officer authoi'ised by hinr powcr of
or by the 'free Authority in this behalf. to enter. with such assistants as he may deetn entry for rhe

necessary, upon any public premises t'or the purposes of proper enforcement of this ill'JtTI "'
Act and for that purpose carry ouf such inspection and take such steps a:rd use

such tbrce as rray be expedient.

l*:F***

21, 4t(/)] Whoever fells anl,tree or causes any tree to be felled in contravention 'lotlcnce
of the provisions 5[of the Act] or without reasonable excuse fails to comply with any s1cls1 and pertaltvl.

issued or condition imposed 6[by the Tree Officer or the Tree Authority or voluntarily
obstructs auy member of the Tree Authority or the 'free' Otficer or any ofTicers ancl

servants subordinate to hirn in the discharge of their functions urrder this r\ct, shall, on
conviction, be punished with the fine of not less than one thousand rupees which may
extend upto five thousand rupees tbr everv otfence and also with imprisonment fbr a term
ol not less than one week. which nray extend uptcr one year :

I Sections 20A and 208 wcre inscrtcd by Mah. .3 of 1977,'s. 9.

2 This word was substituted tbr the words "Sub_icct to thc provisions o[ sub-section (2). it"
by Mah I ol 1996, s. 16(o)

J Sub-section (2) rvas deleted, i/riri, s. l6tb).
4 Sei:tion 2l was renunrbered as sub-section (/) by Mah I of 1977, s l0(/).
5 These u,ords werc substitutcd fbr the words and l'igure "crf section tl" by Mah. 7 of 1996,

s l7(aXi),
6 This portion was substituted for the poltion beginning with the words "[ry the Trce Olficer or

voluntarily obstructs" and ending with thc words "to three nronths", ibitl , s 17(o)(ii).
7 These words rvere substituted for thc word "Pcnahy", ibid., s. 17(c).
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Provided that, nothing is this section shall apply to the felling of trees on or along
the public roads undertaken by the Public Works Department of the State or Central
Government.l

'[(2) The felling or causing of fellin-e of each tree ivithout the permission of the
Tree Authority shall constitute a separate off'ence.j

Power. to 22. (/) The State Government may, subject to the condition of previous publication
nrake rules' and by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes

of this Act. 
.

(2) Every rule made under this Act shall be iaid as soon as may be after it is made
before each House of the State Legislature while it is in session for a total period of
thirty days which may be comprised in one session c,r in two successive sessions, and
ii before the expiry of the session immediately following, both Houses agree in making
any modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, and
notify such decision in the Official Gazette, the rule shall from the date of publication
of such notification have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the
case may be ; so however that any such modification or annulment shall be
without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done or omitted to be done
under that rule.

I Sub-scction (2) was substituted for the orginal, by Mah. 7 of 1996. s l7(h).
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